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Dear Fr iends,

I ’ve enjoyed meet ing more and more people in person this fa l l  as worship,
Disciple Road, rehearsals,  and coffee hour have returned to a more “normal”
format.  

As I  th ink back over some of the high points of  my f i rst  18 months here,  I  am
struck by the common factor uni t ing al l  of  them—you. I  remember Chr istmas Eve
and Easter,  David’s farewel l  celebrat ion,  Welcome Back Sunday, and so many
more, where so many of  the People of  God who cal l  th is place their  spir i tual
home gathered together.  

Why do we gather on Sunday mornings? We are asked to “keep holy the sabbath
day” and to “do this in remembrance of  me.”  These are not indiv idual ,  sol i tary
act iv i t ies.  Both the Protestant reformers of  the f i f teenth century and the Cathol ic
Church’s Second Vat ican Counci l  (which began 60 years ago last  month) re-
emphasized the central i ty of  corporate worship over pr ivate devot ion,  and the
gathered congregat ion as a manifestat ion of  the presence of  God. 

We gather—to encounter God in pulpi t ,  font ,  and table;  to exper ience God in
each other ’s presence, greet ing,  speech, and song; to pass on fai th,  ethics,  and
values to our chi ldren; to exper ience God moving in the world through the work
of th is congregat ion and our community partners.  We gather—an analog,
communal,  even counter-cul tural  act iv i ty in an age of  indiv idual ism and Zoom
meet ings. 

I  fe l t  i t  important to have a Community Sing this fa l l ,  as we returned to our
beloved sanctuary.   So many of  you enjoyed Nick Page’s gi f t  for  gett ing
communit ies to l i f t  their  voice in song. Choral  and congregat ional   music is so
important to me because i t ,  l i teral ly,  creates sonic and spir i tual  uni ty whi le
respect ing indiv idual ism and diversi ty.  

As we begin th is season of  thanks, I  am grateful  for  each of  you, for  your support
of  the work done by this congregat ion,  both here in the Meet inghouse and in the
community,  and, most of  a l l ,  for  your presence as the gathered congregat ion.
See you on Sunday. 

Grace and peace,
Frank



Dear Friends,

It is with deep sadness and regret that I share with you Maria Ferrante’s resignation
from First Church effective October 27th. 

Maria had been serving the congregation longer than any other member of the current
Pastoral Team, having worked here since May, 2013. She had been the first face many
newcomers saw and was the representative for the church to our many community
partners. Maria kept the church running behind the scenes, maintaining our finances
and facilities and working closely with those boards. In addition, Maria worked to help
our annual stewardship campaigns and participated in many of our fundraising events. 

More importantly, Maria has been a dear friend to many of us. “The Blue Chair” in her
office was a coveted spot to take a quick break and enjoy her wisdom and
companionship. This is a great loss to the congregation and we will miss her dearly.  

Please reach out to thank Maria for her ten years of service to the church and wider
community and wish her God’s blessings in her next chapter. 

Your Sister in Christ,

Vanessa 
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Are you interested in donating
flowers for the front of the

Church on Sunday morning?
It's a lovely way to recognize
a birthday, anniversary, or a

loved one.  
Many dates are still available. 

Please contact Candice
Meader: 203-368-6738. 

Budget Updates Due
Attention all leaders and members of First

Church: Additions and changes to the 2023
budget are due November 11. If you have a

program you would like to start at First Church
and are looking for funding, contact Jacque
Paige, Finance Board Member, at 203-763-
9624 or jpaige@smithhanley.com. With your

participation and the help of God, I know it will
be a great year!

mailto:jpaige@smithhanley.com
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Monday night Faith Formation program with John Harmon, 
The History of Christianity & Islam 

November 7th, November 14th & November 21st from 7:30 to 9:00 PM.  - Virtually.
The series, led by John Harmon, covers the two great religions of "The People of the

Book": Islam and Christianity. They are so similar yet so different. We'll examine
why that is so and why the adherents of each misunderstand the other.  

Contact Rita Skog at ritaskog@hotmail.com or 203-908-5647 to join.

FALL ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES

Who am I? Who is God? 
What is the Church? 
Do I want to belong? 

Big Questions!
Confirmation for 8th and 9th
graders begins October 30th
following our 10:15 worship.

The date of confirmation will
be May 7th. 

Reach out to Vanessa to enroll!

Confirmation Classes

Please join us for Wednesday
morning Bible Study at 10am, in

person and online.  
We are reading Isaiah.

mailto:ritaskog@hotmail.com


Dear Families,  

Disciple  Road Sunday School  is  well  underway!  I  am honored to partner with you
and the team at  First  Church in the discipleship of  your children.  One of  my
greatest  joys in l i fe  is  seeing the l ives of  young people transformed by a  deepened
love of  God and compassion for  our sisters  & brothers in Christ .  

We are overjoyed to have your children participating in the l i fe  of  the Church
after  several  years of  distance and change.  I  want to share with you a few
reminders and announcements regarding opportunities  for  your children to
participate in meaningful  ways in their  own faith formation:

Class Time:    Disciple  Road Sunday School  begins after  the Children’s  Sermon,
when Reverend V sends the children to f ind their  teachers (usually around
10:35am).  Class  ends around 11:15am; your children wil l  be dismissed at  11 :20am
from Wakeman Hall .  →  →  Parents,  please wait  in Wakeman Hall  for  your
children’s  dismissal  @ 11:20am .  This  is  very helpful  as  we seek to minimize
distractions for  the students as  the teachers are wrapping up their  lesson.  

Format:    Students rotate “stations” each week:  they focus on one Bible  story for
two weeks,  and participate in a  different activity when they show up for  week 1
and week 2  of  that  lesson.   The rotation stations can include a  music class,  art
project ,  games & activities,  story hour,  cooking,  and more.   Disciple  Road
students are divided into the fol lowing groups:  Preschool  /  Grades K-1-2 /  Grades
3-4-5.   They experience hands-on learning that  provides a  repetitive teaching
approach for  different types of  learners.  

Busy Bags:   When your children enter the sanctuary with you,  “busy bags” are
available for  them in the foyer;  they contain quiet ,  fun activities  to help the
children focus their  energy.  Feel  welcome to take one as  you enter,  and please
return it  to  the basket in the foyer after  the service (children are encouraged to
take the “Children’s  Bulletin” home with them).  

Nursery:    The nursery is  available to you,  with a  babysitter,  for  your l itt le  ones
ages 0-2.  Whether for  a  few minutes or  the duration of  services,  please feel
welcome to check it  out .  

Christmas Pageant:     The pageant is  coming and rehearsals  are starting November
6!  Please see our enclosed announcement for  details .  

Family Advent Workshop:     Sunday,  November 27th @ 6pm -  Save the Date!  Details
to fol low.

Brightest  Blessings,  
Kim Feeney
Director of  Disciple  Road
kfeeney@firstchurchfairfield.org 
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Christmas Pageant 2022
Join us on Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24th @ 4:00pm

Calling all aspiring angels, lambs, shepherds, narrators, singers, & more!

~ ALL CHILDREN are invited to participate in this year’s Christmas pageant! ~
~ There is a role for every child. All ages are welcome. ~

If your children are interested in participating in the 2022 Christmas pageant, please email
kfeeney@firstchurchfairfield.org by November 4. This deadline is important, as it allows our
directors and teachers to structure the pageant around the unique talents of your children.  

In your email, please include: 
-Child’s Name 
-Age
-Parent’s Name
-Parent’s cell phone #
-Has your child participated in past pageants? 
-Can you help with the pageant in some way?
-Any notes you want to include - does your child love to sing solo? Does she/he prefer
singing in a group? Are there any rehearsal dates that your family will be traveling?

~ ALL GROWNUPS are invited to volunteer ~
~ We need: chaperones for rehearsals; costume designers; “backstage” parents;
assistance with props; etc. 

All rehearsals are scheduled for 11:30am - 12:30pm on the following dates:
November 6, 13, 20, 27
December 4, 11, 18 
 

Children participating in the pageant will be scheduled to rehearse on an "as needed" basis
(children will not be scheduled to rehearse every week). We will try our best to schedule
siblings rehearsals for the same days. 

 

mailto:kim@firstchurchfairfield.org


THE HERALD PAGE 6

Connecticut Institute for
Refugees and Immigrants
recognized at state level!

At the CIRI Gala in September the
CAST - CIRI Apartment Setup Team
- received the American Dream
Award, given annually to
individuals or groups that
exemplify, embody or provide
access to another person’s
achievement of the American
Dream. The award was presented to
Frances Rowland and Bayard Dodge
by Martine Dherte, Director of
Refugee Services. In addition,
Senator Richard Blumenthal
presented them with a Certificate of
Special Recognition for the CAST.
CAST is a coalition of many local churches
and volunteers. They would like to thank
the local communities for their support of
time and donations.

Covenant to Care
Thanksgiving is just around the corner
and again this year we are requesting

food store gift cards in increments of $25
in lieu of Thanksgiving baskets. We have

done this for a few years due to Covid
and it works out so much better for all

concerned.
Please purchase Stop & Shop or

other local food store gift cards and
drop them off at the church office by

Friday, November 18th.  
We will give them to the Social

Worker to distribute as she sees fit.
Thank you to all our loyal Covenant

to Care supporters.
Best wishes to all for a blessed

Thanksgiving holiday.
Marilyn, Kim and Jessie

Connecticut Intitute for Refugees
and Immigrants UPDATE

Apartment set ups are ongoing. 
 For more info please contact

Nikki Kenney 
 treschukenney@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!!
The Annual

Deacons Fund
Pasta Dinner 

will be
Sunday, February

5th! 
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We welcome you to be a part of our 
Annual Three Kings Bazaar at 

First Church Fairfield!
 Friday, December 2, 2022 5:30 – 8PM

Saturday, December 3, 2022 10AM – 3PM
 

Can you help in one of the following areas? The book sale, bake sale, silent auction, raffle
and tag sale all need volunteers.
We need donations of baked goods: cookies, bars, brownies in smaller containers,
breads, cakes and pies.  
Three Kings Bazaar 
We are looking forward to having a Silent Auction on Friday night, Dec. 2 through
Saturday afternoon, Dec 3. Would you like to donate? We are looking for donations of
new items or services, such as Boat Rides; Tickets to a show (Broadway or local
playhouse); gift certificates or cards to restaurants, weekend away at your vacation home;
special items such as an antique home décor; designer apparel.
Maybe you would like to help with a luncheon on Saturday? We would like to add that to
our offerings.
Tag sale items can be donated and brought to the Wakeman Hall Stage starting
November 21st. This year we ask that tag sale items be priced prior to donating.
Books may be donated to the Eunoia Room as of November 21st.

The town of Fairfield Tree Lighting will be held on Friday, Dec. 2 at 7PM on the green across
the street from the church. Our men’s group will be serving hot dogs on our front lawn. Hot
chocolate and hot cider will be served just inside. We will have a bake sale, book fair, raffle,
silent auction and tag sale. One of the elves said Santa is coming on Saturday so it’s a great
opportunity for photos!
There are plenty of opportunities to help!! 

If you are new to First Church this is a great way to meet people and have fun!!

For more information or to volunteer please contact 
Joy Nazarro jnazzaro@optonline.net

The volunteer committee will meet soon.
 

For Silent Auction donation items please contact Joy Nazzaro or 
Jane Barnes singingbirdj59@gmail.com Thank you.

mailto:jnazzaro@optonline.net
mailto:singingbirdj@gmail.com



