
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Iôm writing this article on January 24th--the 33rd day of the government shutdown and the day after the 

Sanctuary Caf® East was featured on Channel 12 News. The juxtaposition of the two events is striking. 

 

In the book, Healing the Heart of Democracy: The Courage to Create a Politics Worthy of the Human Spirit, 

Parker J. Palmer, a Quaker, deals with the question: ñHow can we create a politics worthy of the human  

spirit, one that has a chance to serve the common good?ò The desire to work for the common good is the 

essence of Jesusô teaching that we must love our neighbor. Palmer writes ñcongregations have the power to 

form us inwardly in ways that can undermine or enhance our capacity to play a creative role in a democratic 

society.ò Then, he goes on to flesh out the positive things that congregations can do. 

 

One of those things is to practice hospitality. First Church does that in countless ways. The Sanctuary Caf® 

East is one, wonderful example-- people of all ages and walks of life coming together in the Eunoia Room for 

conversation, connection and community. If you watch the Channel 12 News video you can see and feel it: 

fellowship, friendship, joy, hope!  

 

I pray that by the time you read this article the government shutdown will be over. I give thanks for all the 

ways that you, the people of First Church, practice hospitality and share Godôs love. Thatôs our hope! 

All Godôs blessings, 

    Vern 

Link to Channel 12 News: http://connecticut.news12.com/story/39840936/fairfield-church-bolsters-fundraising-efforts-with-free-lunch 
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Soup Kitchen Saints                              

Join the team Wednesday, 

February 13th  6:30pm in 

the  Wakeman kitchen as 

we prepare food for 200 

people at Merton House.      

 For more information           

contact:  

Gail Beauchemin 203-209-7962                               

sophie2kim@yahoo.com 

Jane Keller  203-258-1145                          

janeekeller@att.net 
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Don't forget to bring non-perishable items 

for Operation Hope's Food Pantry - this month they 
particularly need for juice, shelf stable milk, pudding 
and jello, clam chowder, condiments and salad           

dressing, jelly, honey and deodorant.  Put RED wagon 
outside the Sanctuary.   

Help keep the Operation Hope  Pantry full! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Hopeôs Community Kitchen throughout 
the weeks all year long provides freshly prepared 
hot meals to our neighbors in need.  As one of the 
Community Kitchenôs largest supporters, First 
Church plays a pivotal role in this life changing 
work.  With the help of our wonderful congregation, 
First Church commits to providing the meals every 
Sunday.   

 

At this time we are seeking volunteers to prepare 
and provide meals for the next couple of 
months.  Starter packages are available to assist in 
getting the ball rolling for those that want to help 
but that might be intimidated.  Please sign up at the 
Operation Hope Table in Wakeman Hall or by writing 
an email to ohfcmeals@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you in advance for supporting Operation  

 

 

 

We continue to work with our Social Worker to 
provide for her clients.  In January we filled the 
request for baby clothes and diapers for two 
infants.  (As you can imagine, diapers are      
always a need  for struggling families with           
babies). 

Our next sign up will be for Easter baskets.   
Details will follow in the March Herald. 
Once again, we thank you for your generous 
support of this important ministry. 

Marilyn, Kim and Jessie 

Outreach Ministry Meeting 

February 20th 7:30pm 

Conference Room 

All are welcome! 

mailto:ohfcmeals@gmail.com
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  Intro to First Church  

Would you like to learn more about First Church? 

Connect with others and                                                

explore how to live your faith?  

Meet David, Vern and Vanessa on Tuesday,               

February 5 at 7:30pm in the Eunoia Room 

(at the rear of the Sanctuary) and Sunday,                

February 10 at 9:15am in the Conference Room. 

 Childcare available if requested. Please call Cheri 

Evan 203-259-8396 x100 or ce-

van@firstchurchfairfield.org to let us know you are 

coming! 

Covenant Sunday - New Members will join on 

Sunday, February 24 during 10:15 worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 
 
Once again, we are holding our Men's Retreat with the 
men of First Baptist Church. The retreat this year will be 
Friday, March 8th, leaving about 7pm, through Sunday, 
March 10th returning about 8am. There will be the oppor-
tunity to worship at First Baptist after the retreat as part of 
their Men's Day celebration. Our theme this year is 
"Brothers United in Christ." This is a great opportunity to 
get to know the men of our congregations better and to get 
to know and strengthen the bonds with our brothers at First 
Baptist. For questions or to sign up, please talk with David 
McKinnis ï david@bethanddavid.org or 203-246-8138. 

 

Pray Together  

Do you seek help with your prayers?  

Desire others to pray for you and with you for 

the needs of your loved ones?  

Need help in giving voice to your prayers?  

Come to the Hobart Chapel on Sunday            

mornings at 9:15 am or Wednesday evenings 

at 7 pm. Deacon Wendy Williams-Brown will be 

on hand to pray with you and for you. You can 

stay following the 8:15 service of worship or 

come early for the 10:15. Either way you will 

find comfort for your spirit, healing and hope, 

light and love, and strength for the journey. 

FIRST CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL, FAIRFIELD 

MUSIC IN THE MEETINGHOUSE 

2019 

 

LENTEN ORGAN RECITAL SERIES 

Wednesdays  12:15-12:45 
 

March 13 ~ Michael Burnette 

Christ & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Westport 

 

March 20 ~ Frank Zilinyi 

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Milford 

 

March 27 ~ Leslie C. Smith 

Round Hill Community Church, Greenwich 

 

April 3 ~ Rick Tripodi 

Greenõs Farms Church, Westport 

 

April 10 ~ Paul Jacobson 

First Church Congregational, Fairfield 


